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Gabinete do Primeiro Ministro, Governo de Portugal 

Rua da Imprensa à Estrela, 4 

1200-888 LISBOA 

 

Attention: 

 

Dr. Pedro Passos Coelho, Primeiro Ministro 

Dr. António Pires de Lima, Ministro da Economia  

 

 
Dear Sirs, 

 

I am writing to bring your attention to the new Portuguese port labour legislation. To our disappointment, the new 

legislation slashes historic dockworker’s workplaces, it annihilates the effective dockworker’s entitlement to 

professional license and the previous obligation for its ownership, it wide spreads precariousness and it presses 

towards misery salaries.  

 

In short, it tries to demolish safe employment and dockworkers working conditions in large detriment to safety 

conditions and labour quality, social benefits and union, with the only objective to serve the powerful interests of 

the capital under Troika’s pressure, in order to destroy the livelihood of Portuguese Dockworkers. 

 

Later, Portuguese port cargo handling employers began taking advantage of this vicious legislative port reform and 

started to continuously violate the legislation and the collective and collateral agreements. Employers began firing 

dozens of indispensable experienced dockworkers and tried to replace them by illegal subcontracted workers at 

the same time that they created a nearly slavery environment in the ports with a huge number of imposed working 

hours and the cancellation of granted holiday periods while freely closing pools and opening alternative ones. 

 

In a meeting held in Liverpool on the 30
th

 of July, all IDC-E members reached the unanimous conclusion that they 

will no more tolerate these ferocious attacks upon our Portuguese brothers and sisters. All IDC-E members then 

decided a last time call to Portuguese government and port cargo handling employers in order to open a real 

effective and global discussion forum aimed at stopping and reversing this unacceptable social and professional 

assault over the rights of the Portuguese dockworkers. 

 

We really hope that you will be in capacity to take the necessary measures about all the concern and wrath that 

touch IDC dockworkers, hoping that everything will be done to reach a common agreement.  

 

We would like to inform you that where this is not the case, all IDC-E members are holding a European Zone 

Assembly on the 18
th

 and 19
th

 of September 2013 in Cyprus, and will be deciding on specific industrial actions they 

might engage upon. These actions will surely impact port employers’ profits, in particular, and Portuguese weak 

and sensitive economy in general unless the government does play its role by enforcing the rights of Portuguese 

Dockworkers, and stops these unacceptable attacks against port labour rules and the essential dignity of 

dockworker’s profession. 

 

We will also send complete information about this issue to all dockworkers in every port around the world which 

maintains trade connections with Portugal. For more than one year, we kept constantly trying to inform you about 

these problems, and today we consider that our patience has reached its limits. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The IDC-E coordinator, 

A. TETARD 

 

International Dockworkers Council 

C/ Mar, 97, 4 

08003 Barcelona Spain 

 

16 September 2013 


